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CURRENT MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS 

WILLIAM BENNETT MUNBO 

Last summer the Massachusetts legislature appointed a recess com- 
mittee to make a study of the general subject of municipal finance 
and to bring forward recommendations for improvement in the financial 
methods of Massachusetts cities and towns. The committee has made 
a voluminous and careful report in which every branch of the subject 
is thoroughly examined. Some of the recommendations are of more 
than local interest and significance. The committee recommends that 
the statutory limit which has been imposed upon municipal tax rates 
of Massachusetts for a long time, be removed in the case of all cities 
and towns except Boston. It is pointed out that this statutory limi- 
tation has not in general served the interest of economy but that on 
the whole it has merely impelled municipalities to raise money by loans 
for expenditures which should properly be defrayed out of annual taxes. 
The report recommends that henceforth the annual budget in all cities 
of the state should be prepared by the mayor in consultation with the 
heads of the various city departments. It is proposed that city councils 
shall have the right to reduce any item in this budget but in no case 
to insert new appropriations or to make increases. This is the arrange- 
ment now existing in Boston by virtue of the charter amendments of 
1909. It is further urged that the policy of borrowing by long-term 
bonds and of providing sinking funds to meet these bonds at maturity 
be abolished in all Massachusetts cities and towns. The committee 
strongly recommends that only serial bonds be issued in the future. 
In support of its recommendation, attention is called to the fact that 
a great many cities in Massachusetts have large deficiencies in their 
sinking fund accounts, these funds having frequently been used for 
current purposes. Attention is also drawn to the fact that some cities 
which have received trust funds by gift or bequest with the under- 
standing that the money should be held for the benefit of the city poor 
or for some other designated purpose, have used up these funds for 
everyday expenses. The committee recommends that these funds be 
immediately restored by appropriations in the annual budgets of the 
next few years and that henceforth trust funds be deposited only in 
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savings banks or invested in securities which are legal investments for 
savings banks. The report contains in all thirty-two specific recom- 
mendations and is accompanied by drafts of legislation necessary to 
carry these recommendations into effect. The whole constitutes a very 
valuable contribution to the general subject of municipal finance. 

The proposed new charter for Los Angeles was defeated on December 
3, by an overwhelming vote, the popular decision against the charter 
being more than two to one. A great deal of care had been expended 
in drafting the document which provided in general for a city govern- 
ment of the commission type, a short ballot, the initiative, referendum 
and recall, together with civil-service provisions of a very advanced 
nature. The charter election came at a rather unfortunate time, being 
preceded by two state-wide primaries and a bitter national campaign. 
A great many voters failed to come to the polls and those who did were 
not in many cases fully informed concerning the provisions of the 
charter. Some of the leading newspapers of the city, including the 
Times and the Examiner, strongly opposed the charter, and a great 
deal of popular opposition was developed against the civil-service pro- 
visions in particular. 

At the recent general election in St. Louis, the charter amendment 
providing for the initiative and referendum was adopted by 266 votes 
in excess of the three-fifths vote required. Under this amendment, 15 
per cent of the registered voters may require any proposed ordinance 
or charter amendment to be either passed by the assembly or sub- 
mitted to the voters. On petition of 25 per cent, a special election must 
be called. No franchise for any public utility becomes effective except 
by a vote of the people. The latter clause appears to be broad enough 
to cover minor switching privileges. It is possible that an attempt 
will be made in the near future to test its application to such grants. 
The other charter amendment providing for an increase in the pay of 
members of the municipal assembly was defeated under the three-fifths 
rule, lacking 2012 votes. 

At the same election St. Louis for the third time defeated the propo- 
sition for a bond issue necessary to secure approaches for the municipal 
free bridge which has been built across the Mississippi. Opposition to 
a street railway franchise across this bridge which had been granted 
by the municipal assembly is chiefly responsible for the repeated defeat 
of the measure. 
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A joint charter conference consisting of representatives of thirty-one 
civic, commercial and professional organizations of St. Louis have 
drafted a bill which has been introduced in the municipal assembly 
providing for an election to be held in April for the selection of a board 
of freeholders to revise the city charter. 

For the summer of 1913 civic and social tours through Europe are 
being planned by the American Civic Association and by the Interna- 
tional Civic Bureau. The American Civic Association's itinerary com- 
prises visits to the chief cities of Germany, Belgium, France and Eng- 
land, and will occupy the period from July 5 to August 30. Special 
attention will be given to the agencies of municipal betterment abroad. 
The traveling arrangements are in the hands of the Bureau of University 
Travel. The International Civic Bureau provides four short tours, 
adapted to persons with different interests in municipal matters. 
Those who go abroad for the study of social problems will be conducted 
by Prof. H. B. Woolston of New York, while those who are interested 
in city planning and municipal administration will be looked after by 
Mr. Henry R. Aldridge of London, England. The headquarters of 
the International Civic Bureau are at 1 Madison Avenue, New York. 
It is estimated that the cost of these tours for each individual in the 
party will be less than $500. 

One of the most interesting developments during the last few years 
is the municipal exhibit. New York City originated the idea in its 
first budget exhibit of 1910, and since that time municipal expositions 
of one sort or another have been held in about a dozen other cities. 
Among these the largest and most comprehensive was the International 
Municipal Congress and Exposition held at Chicago in September, 1911. 
New York City's second budget exhibit was held in the following Octo- 
ber, and during 1912 there have been expositions of a similar character, 
although sometimes more restricted in scope, in Cincinnati, Philadelphia, 
Chicago, Greenwich, Conn., and elsewhere. It was soon discovered 
that to make an effective exhibit of all the city departments at one 
time was an expensive and difficult undertaking. Accordingly the 
tendency is now in the direction of taking up one department at a time 
and showing the taxpayers just what such department is required to 
do. The Chicago health department exhibit, the New York fire expo- 
sition, the child welfare exhibit held in the same city, the Philadelphia 
water conservation exhibit, and the educational exhibit of Greenwich, 
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Conn., have furnished during the past year examples of this latter 
policy. One of the most profitable features of these municipal exposi- 
tions is the public lectures given by the heads of the city departments 
concerned. 

The Municipal Journal, in its issue of December 19, published a 
table of death-rates showing the mortality from various causes for nine 
of the largest cities of the world during the last two decades. The 
table was prepared by the Chicago health department. The statistics 
show a marked decline in urban death-rates everywhere. The larger 
American cities considerably exceed those of Europe in death-rates 
from typhoid, while the mortality from various other diseases is some- 
what less in cities on this side of the Atlantic. According to the figures 
the average death-rate for the three largest American cities (New York, 
Chicago and Philadelphia) during the decade ending 1910, was 16.9, 
while that for the four largest cities in Europe (London, Paris, Berlin, 
and Vienna) was 17.0. 

Plans have been completed for Chicago's proposed subway system. 
There will be four main lines traversing the city in different directions. 
The estimated cost is of course very large, amounting to nearly a hun- 
dred millions for construction and about a third of that sum for equip- 
ment. The four subways would have an estimated carrying capacity 
of 187,000 persons per hour, but this latter estimate includes only 
passengers for whom seats could be provided. The actual carrying 
capacity during congested hours would be very much larger. 

The National Municipal League's committee on instruction in munici- 
pal government has made an investigation into the teaching of this 
subject at American colleges and universities. Circulars of inquiry 
were sent to about four hundred institutions and replies were received 
from about one hundred and seventy-five. Information was sought 
concerning the number of courses devoted to municipal government, 
the number of students enrolled, the methods of instruction, the name 
of the instructor, the text-books used, and various other matters. The 
committee found that sixty-four institutions offer courses devoted en- 
tirely to the subject of municipal government, and in a number of 
cases several courses are offered. The full report will be printed in a 
forthcoming issue of the National Municipal Review. 
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Among the recent books on problems of municipal government abroad 
are the following : The Mechanism of the City: An Analytical Survey of 
the Business Activities of the City of London, by Ellis T. Powell (London: 
P. S. King, 3s. 6d.); Problems of Local Government; by G. Montagu 
Harris (London: P. S. King, 10s. 6d.); Urban District Councils: How 
They Work and How to Work Them, by J. M. McLachlan (London: 
P. S. King, 1911, Is.); Ldndon Municipal Government: The History of 
a Great Reform, 1880-1888, by John Lloyd (London: P. S. King, £1 Is.) ; 
The Referendum in Switzerland, by M. Simon Deploige, with a letter 
on the Referendum in Belgium by M. J. van den Heuvel (London: 
P. S. King, 7s. 6d.); The Law of Extraordinary Traffic on Highways, 
by Barnard Lailey (London: Sweet and Maxwell, 1912, 7s. 6d.); The 
Law of Town Planning for Scotland, by Alexander White (Edinburgh 
and London: W. Green and Sons, 1912); Regulations with regard to 
Applications under Part III of the London County Council {General 
Powers) Act, 1908 (London: printed by Southwood, Smith and Com- 
pany, 1912); Municipal Work from a Christian Standpoint, by A. W. 
Jephson (London: A. R. Mowbray and Company, 1912, 18d.), The 
Housing Problem, L. A. S. Toke, editor (Catholic Studies in Social 
Reform, No. 3) (London: P. S. King, 1912, 6d.); Quelques problhnes 
d'histoire des institutions municipales au temps de VEmpire romain, by 
J. Declareuil (Paris: Larose et Tenin, 1911); Le regime democratique 
integral dans la cite" contemporaine, by Dr. Mazier (Paris : Jouve et Cie., 
1910); Die Einkommensteuerzuschldge in den grosseren preussischen 
Stddten in ihrer Entwicklung seit der Miguelschen Steuerreform, by Paul 
Martini (Berlin: R. Trenkel, 1911); Deutsche Stadbaukunst in der 
Vergangenheit (mit 39 lageplanen und 78 ansichten), by A. E. Brinck- 
mann (Frankfurt a. M. : Keller, 1911); Soziale Tdiigkeit der Stadt- 
gemeinden; ein Uberblick uher Aufgaben und Leistungen der Stadtver- 
waltungen in wirtschaftlich-sozialer, gesundheitlicher, geistiger und sitt- 
licher Hinsicht, by Otto Thissen (Miinchen: Gladback, 1910; Die 
Wohungsfrage, by Ludwig Pohle, 1. Das Wohnungswesen in der modernen 
Stadt (Leipzig: G. J. Goschen, 1910). 

Recent publications in the field of American municipal administra- 
tion are: Practical Methods of Sewage Disposal for Residences, Hotels 
and Institutions, by Henry N. Ogden and H. Burdett Cleveland (New 
York: John Wiley and Sons, $1.50); Sewage Disposal, by George W. 
Fuller (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, $5); The Milk 
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Question, by M. J. Rosenau (Boston: Houghton, Mifflin and Company, 
$2); Handbook for Highway Engineers, by Wilson G. Harger and 
Edmund A. Bonney (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, $3); 
Child Labor in City Streets, by E. N. Clopper (New York: Macmillan, 
$1.25) ; A Text-Book on Roads and Pavements, by F. P. Spalding (New 
York: John Wiley and Sons, $2); A Treatise on the Law of Pawn- 
broking, as governed by the principles of the common law, and as modified 
by the statutes of the United States and the ordinances of the municipalities 
regulating pawnbroking, by Samuel W. Levine (New York: Press of 
Fremont, Payne Company, 1911) ; Sources of Municipal Revenues in 
Illinois, by L. D. Upson (Urbana: University of Illinois, 1912, $0.75). 

The Municipal Year Book of the United Kingdom for 1912 has assumed 
a new and much improved form. Announcement is made of the publi- 
cation, by Messrs. P. S. King and Son, of the South African Municipal 
Year Book, edited by W. P. M. Henderson, assistant town clerk of 
Durban, and Francis G. Pay, of Cape Town. The volume contains 540 
pages. The Canadian Municipal Journal of Montreal also announces 
the publication of a Municipal Year Book of Canada, price $4. The 
Year Book of Social Progress for 1912 (London: Nelson, 1912, pp. 167, 
price 2s.) includes a survey of recent legislation, official reports, and 
voluntary effort in the field of social welfare. Some attention is given 
to problems of local government and town planning. The volume 
contains an introduction by Prof. W. J. Ashley. The American States- 
man's Year Book, of which the first issue has recently appeared (New 
York: McBride, Nast and Company, $4), contains a great deal of 
general political information but relatively little in regard to municipal 
matters. 

Prof. Charles A. Beard of Columbia University has published a book 
entitled American City Government (New York: The Century Company, 
1912, pp. ix+420). The volume is intended to present a survey of 
recent tendencies in municipal government rather than to afford a 
systematic treatise on the subject. There are chapters on various 
phases of actual city administration, such as municipal finance, police 
administration, franchises, public health, tenement-house reform, and 
recreation. Several illustrations are included. 

Mr. Edward F. Croker, former chief of the fire department of New 
York City, has published, through Messrs. Dodd, Mead and Company, 
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a volume on Fire Prevention. The book is an extremely useful and 
interesting contribution to this branch of municipal administration. 
Seventeen chapters are included in the volume and these cover every 
branch of fire prevention and protection. While the writer has espe- 
cially in mind the problems and policy of New York City, the book 
includes a good deal of interesting material relating to other American 
cities. No one is better qualified to handle the subjectthan Mr. Croker. 
For twenty-seven years he was connected in some capacity or other 
with the fire department of New York City, and for nearly half of 
this period served as chief of the department. During this time he 
encountered almost every problem of fire prevention that can arise in 
a large city, and many of these are discussed with considerable detail 
in the chapters of his book. 

The Chief Publishing Company of New York City has issued a series 
of volumes intended particularly for the use of those who seek appoint- 
ment to municipal positions under civil-service rules. Among the 
volumes already issued in this series are How to Become a Fireman, 
by J. J. O'Reilly (pp. 280, $0.75), Tenement House Inspector, by George 
M. Price (pp. 287, $1.50), and Fire Prevention, by P. J. McKeon (pp. 
249, $1.75). These books contain a great deal of detailed information 
chiefly of a technical sort. They are of considerable value to students 
of municipal government. 

The fourth volume of Judge McQuillin's treatise on The Law of 
Municipal Corporations was published in December (Chicago : Callahan 
and Company, 1912, pp. xxx +3015-4322). This volume contains 
chapters on the law of eminent domain, franchises and municipal 
ownership of public utilities. The series will be complete in six volumes. 

In the report for 1911 of the chief engineer of the board of estimate 
and apportionment of New York City, a good deal of attention is given 
to various general matters connected with the subject of city planning, 
including such topics as the fixing of street lines, the removal of en- 
croachments, instalment assessments, and excess condemnation. Under 
this last named topic the engineer recommends that another attempt 
be made to secure an amendment to the state constitution permitting 
cities to take by excess condemnation more land than is actually neces- 
sary for street-widening purposes. It will be remembered that the 
proposed amendment in this direction was rejected by the voters of the 
state at the November elections of 1911. 
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During 1912 the New York Public Library has printed in its regular 
monthly bulletins various lists of city documents comprised within the 
Library's collections. Prominent among these is a list of city charters 
and ordinances. The New York Library's collection of charters and 
ordinances is one of the best in the country, so that these lists may be 
regarded as a fairly comprehensive bibliography of this subject. Men- 
tion may also be made of a list of works on city wastes and street hygiene 
included in Bulletin 10, for October, 1912. 

A volume on Excess Condemnation, by Mr. Herbert S. Swan, is 
announced for forthcoming publication in the National Municipal 
League's series. Mr. Swan has gathered together a large amount of 
data on the subject from foreign countries. In the same series a vol- 
ume on Civic and Social Center Development, edited by Edward J. Ward, 
is announced for publication in February. The book will deal chiefly 
with the wider use of school houses and other public buildings. 

An interesting consular report by Mr. C. B. Hurst, United States 
Consul at Lyons, France, deals with the subject of bill-board regulation 
in French cities. The report includes a discussion of the new laws 
providing for the increased taxation of all signboards which are visible 
from any public highway. 

The Syracuse Chamber of Commerce has printed a Report on Street 
Paving Conditions in Syracuse. The report takes up many interesting 
matters such as street paving statistics, the present condition of pave- 
ments in the city, the policy of exacting guarantees from contractors, 
the obligations of a street railway in connection with the repair of 
pavements, the care and cleansing of the streets, etc. 

The commission on relief of street congestion in Worcester, Mass., 
has issued its Final Report and Recommendations. The pamphlet con- 
tains 73 pages devoted to discussions of the zone-traffic system, methods 
of relieving congestion at corners, and recommendations for the rear- 
rangement of certain Worcester streets. 

Bulletin Number 49 of the bureau of mines, issued by the United 
States department of the interior, is devoted to the subject of City 
Smoke Ordinances and Smoke Abatement. The Bulletin was compiled 
by S. B. Flagg, and contains a comprehensive discussion of the subject 
extending over fifty-five pages. 
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The city of Cambridge, Mass., has issued a pamphlet entitled Expert 
Reports upon the Development of the City's Water Supply, prepared by 
Mr. F. J. Stearns, consulting engineer, Prof. Hector J. Holmes of 
Harvard University, and Mr. L. H. Hastings, city engineer of Cam- 
bridge. The reports contain considerable matter of more than local 
importance. 

An elaborate report in two volumes, entitled The Future Water Supply 
of San Francisco, prepared by General M. H. Chittenden of Seattle 
and by various engineers in the employ of the Spring Valley Water 
Company, was presented to the United States secretary of the interior 
in October last. The two volumes, which contain nearly six hundred 
pages, embody a very complete study of the present and future water 
resources of San Francisco and the vicinity. They are handsomely 
printed and contain numerous illustrations. 

A new quarterly, entitled The Somers System News made its appear- 
ance in October last. It is issued by the Manufacturers' Appraisal 
Company of Cleveland, and has for its purpose to supply information 
concerning the principles and application of the Somers System of 
assessing real estate in cities. This system, which has 'already found 
adoption in Cleveland and Columbus, Ohio, Springfield, Joliet, and 
East St. Louis, 111., Houston and Beaumont, Tex., Augusta, Ga., and 
Lancaster, Wis., and is soon to be installed in Galveston and Waco, 
Tex., is creating a good deal of interest elsewhere. 

The city of Memphis, Tenn., has established an official publication 
to be known as Memphis Commission Government. It will publish the 
city's official reports. The title of the publication known as City Hall- 
Midland Municipalities has been changed to American Municipalities. 
The periodical hitherto known as Denver Municipal Facts will hence- 
forth appear semi-monthly under the title of The City of Denver. 

The Quarterly Journal of Economics for November, 1912, contains an 
article on "Ethical and Economic Elements in Public Service Valua- 
tion," by J. E. Allison, commissioner and chief engineer for the St. 
Louis public service commission. 

Among the papers printed in the Proceedings of the Fourth National 
Conference on City Planning are the following: "The Progress in City 
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Planning," by F. L. Olmsted; "The Meaning of City Planning," by 
Arnold W. Brunner; "The Attitude of the Engineer toward City Plan- 
ning," by Prof. George F. Swain; "Paying the Bills for City Planning," 
by Nelson P. Lewis (chief engineer of the board of estimate and appor- 
tionment, New York City); "Paying the Bills for City Planning from 
a Boston Viewpoint," by James A. Gallivan (street commissioner of 
Boston). 

Number 4 of volume II of the Proceedings of the Academy of Political 
Science (New York) deals with the general subject of "Organization 
for Social Work." Papers are included on such topics as social service, 
religious organizations and social work, city planning in New York, 
and the social needs of the metropolis. 

The annual convention of the American Civic Association was held 
at Baltimore on November 19, 20 and 21. The chief subjects for dis- 
cussion were parks, city planning and the billboard problem. Among 
the more interesting papers presented were "Planning a Capital for 
Australia," by W. B. Griffin, and "Big Billboards in Big Cities," by 
Raymond B. Fosdick, formerly commissioner of accounts in New York. 

The annual meeting of the National Civil- Service Reform League 
was held in Milwaukee on December 5 and 6. 

At the Second National Conference on Housing in America in Phila- 
delphia, December 4, 5 and 6, there were papers on "Health Depart- 
ments and Housing," by Charles B. Ball; "What is the Best Type of 
Workingman's House," by John Ihlder; "Garden Cities," by Grosvenor 
Atterbury; "Instructive Sanitary Inspection," by Mrs. Johanna von 
Wagner; "Suburban and Rural Housing," by Elmer S. Forbes; and 
"Room Over-Crowding and the Lodger Evil," by Lawrence Veiller. 

The Tenth International Housing Congress will be held at The Hague 
in September, 1913. 

The bi-weekly publication known as the Civic Bulletin hitherto issued 
by the Civic League of St. Louis, will be published in future under the 
title of Public Affairs by the Publicity Bureau of the St. Louis Confer- 
ence of Federations. The Publicity Bureau will be supported not only 
by the Civic League but by various other civic and social organizations 
in the city. The new publication will consist of eight pages of three 
columns each, and will contain not only current municipal discussions 
but articles on civic and social activities. 
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The subject of municipal reference libraries is dealt with in an article 
printed in the Municipal Journal for November 14 and also in a paper 
by Prof. E. M. Sait of Columbia University, published in the January 
number of the National Municipal Review. From these articles it 
appears that reference or research bureaus of one sort or another have 
been established in eighteen states and nineteen cities. Of these nine- 
teen, however, only seven bureaus are supported wholly out of public 
funds; the others are maintained either entirely or in part by private 
subscriptions. In addition, mention is made of the municipal research 
or reference bureaus which have been established at seven American 
universities or colleges. 

The League of Pacific Northwest Municipalities has issued the Pro- 
ceedings of its first annual conference held in Walla Walla, Wash., 
on October 24 and 25, 1912. In addition to the presidential address 
by Hon. Miles C. Moore, president of the league, there are papers on 
"Economy and Municipal Civil Service," by R. C. Erskine, civil 
service commissioner of Seattle; on "Municipal Reference Libraries," 
by Prof. Charles G. Haines of Whitman College; on "Municipal Control 
of Public Utilities," by Hon. C. N. Fassett, city commissioner of Spokane; 
on "The Practical Workings of Commission Government," by Hon. 
Arthur Hodges, mayor of BoisS, Idaho, besides various shorter papers 
and discussions on other subjects. Prof. Charles G. Haines is secretary 
of the organization. 

The London Municipal Journal of November 15 (pp. 1433-1436) 
contains elaborate tables showing the financial results of municipal 
trading in England during the last financial year. The figures endeavor 
to show the exact amount of net profits applied in relief of rates by 
cities and towns which conduct one or more public service enterprises. 

A recent tabulation of American cities having a commission form of 
government places the total number at 202. The largest among these 
is New Orleans, with a population of about 340,000, but the new govern- 
ment has been established in six other cities with populations exceed- 
ing 100,000, namely, St. Paul, Minn., Oakland, Cal., Birmingham, Ala., 
Memphis, Tenn., Omaha, Neb., Lowell, Mass., and Spokane, Wash. 
Savannah, Ga., recently rejected by a majority of 1819 a proposal to 
establish the system. Before this proposal was submitted to the voters 
of Savannah, the local board of trade made inquiries in twenty-six 
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commission-governed cities concerning the practical results of the sys- 
tem. Of these twenty-two reported favorably without any qualifica- 
tion, and four replied that the new administration had been disappoint- 
ing in some respects but that the defects of the system would probably 
be remedied in time. 

The city of Lethridge in the province of Alberta, Canada, recently 
voted to adopt the commission form of government. This is the second 
Canadian city to take this action, the other being St. John, New Bruns- 
wick. 

The City Club of Chicago is offering cash prizes amounting to $600 
for the best plan submitted for the laying-out and improvement, for 
residence purposes, of a quarter-section of land assumed to be about 
eight miles from the business district of Chicago, on level prairie land, 
the area being surrounded by sections laid out in the prevailing gridiron 
fashion. Each competitor is asked to submit two drawings, one show- 
ing streets, parks, and public places, lots and the erection of dwellings 
upon them, together with provision for educational and administrative 
buildings; the other plan is to provide a perspective of the whole area 
or some portion of it. The plans must be accompanied by a typewritten 
statement giving all necessary data. The award will be made by a 
jury chosen by the City Club in cooperation with the Illinois chapter 
of the American Institute of Architects. 

The William H. Baldwin Prize offered annually by the National 
Municipal League for the best essay on a subject in municipal govern- 
ment, will be awarded in 1913 for the most satisfactory thesis on "The 
Best Sources of City Revenue." Competition is, as usual, open to 
undergraduate students registered in any regular course in any college 
or university offering direct instruction in municipal government. In 
previous years one prize of $100 was offered; for 1913 there will be two 
parallel prizes of $50 each. Essays must not exceed ten thousand 
words, must be typewritten in duplicate and must be submitted not 
later than March 15 next. 

Difficulties between the city government and the local gas companies 
have arisen in Omaha, Minneapolis, and Des Moines. In Omaha the 
present charge for gas is $1.15 per thousand cubic feet and the city 
authorities are pressing strongly for a considerable reduction. In Des 
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Moines the city government has been successful in securing from the 
gas company assurances that the rate will be reduced to 90 cents per 
thousand cubic feet for the next three years. 

The first step in the formation of an International Municipal League 
was taken recently at the twelfth annual convention of the Union of 
Canadian Municipalities, when a resolution was adopted inviting the 
National Municipal League of the United States and similar organiza- 
tions in foreign countries to join in a general association for the study 
of municipal problems. Hon. Clinton Rogers Woodruff of Philadelphia, 
secretary of the National Municipal League, has been asked to serve 
as temporary secretary of the new international organization. 

The director of the department of supplies in Philadelphia is col- 
lecting data with the idea of establishing, under municipal auspices, a 
cooperative store for the use of city employees. It is proposed, if the 
plan should be carried out, to have branch stores in various parts of the 
city and to handle household supplies of all sorts. 

The city of Everett, Wash., adopted at the November election an 
amendment to its charter providing for the single tax, with the provision 
that personal property and improvements be given a progressive partial 
exemption until they are eventually freed from taxation altogether. 
This action is in line with the tax policy of various cities in the Canadian 
Northwest. 

The town of Revere, Mass., has voted to request from the legislature 
an act providing for its annexation to Boston. Revere has retained 
its system of town government although its population now exceeds 
20,000 and town meetings have become a practical impossibility. Seven 
different proposals were submitted to the voters at the November elec- 
tion, but the vote in favor of annexation was larger than those for all 
the other proposals put together. Only 85 voters expressed themselves 
in favor of a commission form of government while 23 desired a con- 
tinuance of the existing town administration. 

A National Association of Port Authorities has been formed to study 
the waterfront problems of cities on the Atlantic and Pacific seaboards, 
on the Gulf of Mexico, and on the Great Lakes, at an organization 
meeting held in New York on December 9. Hon. Calvin Tompkins, 
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commissioner of docks in New York City, was chosen president. The 
association will aim to gather material relating to port development 
abroad and to promote uniformity in harbor administration. 

The city of Sumter, S. C, is advertising in various periodicals for a 
municipal manager. The advertisements state that a trained engineer, 
competent to manage the public works of the city, is desired, and per- 
manent tenure during satisfactory service is offered. The city manager, 
when chosen, will be given general administrative control of all the 
municipal departments subject to the supervision of three elective 
commissioners. 

At the recent City Planning Congress held in Diisseldorf, Germany, 
a paper was read by Mr. George Koester, consulting civil engineer, of 
New York, on "City Planning in America." The paper will be printed 
in the Proceedings of the Congress. 

The Business Men's League of St. Louis has had three home rule 
bills drafted for submission to the general assembly in January. These 
bills transfer from the control of the governor to the control of the city, 
through its mayor, the police department, the election board and the 
excise commissioner of St. Louis. Instead of a board consisting of the 
mayor ex officio and four police commissioners appointed by the gov- 
ernor, the draft measure provides a single police commissioner appointed 
by the mayor. The board of election commissioners under the present 
law consist of four members appointed by the governor. Under the 
proposed law it will consist of two members appointed by the mayor. 



